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details, but remained a theory which never
became practice. Yet this ideal retained
such strength that every Muhammedan
usurper was careful to secure his investiture
by the Caliph, the nominal leader of this
ecclesiastical state, even if force were neces-
sary to attain his object. For instance,
Saladin was absolutely independent of the
nominal Caliph in Bagdad, but could not
feel that his position was secure until he
had obtained his sultan's patent from the
Caliph. Only then did his supremacy rest
upon a religious basis and he was not re-
garded by popular opinion as a legitimate
monarch until this ceremony had been per-
formed. This theory corresponds with
constitutional ideals essentially Christian.
" The tyranny," wrote Innocent IV to the
Emperor Frederick II, "which was once
generally exercised throughout the world,
was resigned into the hands of the Church
by Constantine, who then received as an
honourable gift from the proper source that
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